Billy Budd
Herman Melville
Extra Credit Vocabulary Preview
Read each prompt. Then choose the best meaning for the underlined word.
1. She accepted the invitation with alacrity.
    (a) quickness
    (b) concern
    (c) embarrassment
1. Surges in debt are a recurring antecedent to U.S. banking crises.
    (a) (adjective) designed to stop something  OR  (noun)  something that stops something else
    (b) related to a branch of psychology concerned with the links between biology and behavior
    (c) something that precedes something else
1. We want constraints on her power to spend taxpayer funds.
    (a) limitations
    (b) flexibility
    (c) increases
1. Juries can construe evidence to mean something it does not.
    (a) record
    (b) destroy
    (c) interpret
1. Euthanasia could end hopeless suffering, but how do we assure it is not abused?
    (a) a strong drug
    (b) mercy killing
    (c) a brain operation
1. The resolution calls upon the country to "cease hostilities forthwith."
    (a) publicly
    (b) immediately
    (c) carefully
1. The incident led to her ignominious departure from political office.
    (a) eventual
    (b) quick
    (c) disgraceful
1. She fought against the iniquity of slavery.
    (a) immorality
    (b) supporters
    (c) practice
1. She felt like an interloper at the family reunion she crashed.
    (a) an intruder
    (b) a close friend
    (c) an invited guest
1. Her usual mood is one of irascible impatience.
    (a) unable to find
    (b) very important
    (c) easily angered
1. After days of fighting, the generals decided to parley at dawn to seek a peaceful resolution.
    (a) retreat
    (b) negotiate
    (c) duel
1. Her essay was filled with creative ideas, but it was vulnerable to pedantic nitpicking.
    (a) of someone too concerned with book learning
    (b) of someone too concerned with regional style
    (c) of someone too concerned with statistical studies
1. Her tone was peremptory, preventing argument or disagreement.
    (a) not in line with her usual manner
    (b) more rushed than usual
    (c) not allowing contradiction or refusal
1. Ken Kesey provided one of her favorite pithy quotes: "You can count the seeds in the apple, but you can't count the apples in the seed."
    (a) tending to have exceedingly unfavorable opinions
    (b) concise
    (c) tending to have excessively unfavorable opinions
1. The area has been inhabited since primeval times.
    (a) filled
    (b) skillful
    (c) ancient
1. After hearing all the rumors, the real explanation turned out to be surprisingly prosaic.
    (a) not concerned with what others might think of oneself
    (b) able to make clear with example, diagram, photo, etc.
    (c) ordinary and uninteresting
1. I don't want to spoil her, but I don't have the heart to reprove her.
    (a) criticize
    (b) instruct
    (c) compliment
1. She's been making sagacious business decisions for more than 30 years.
    (a) impatient
    (b) wise
    (c) careless
1. Her warm smile and friendly salutation set the tone for the entire meeting.
    (a) greeting
    (b) introduction
    (c) smile
1. We have a tacit agreement.
    (a) clear
    (b) reasonable
    (c) implied
