Atlas Shrugged
Ayn Rand
Extra Credit Vocabulary Preview
Read each prompt. Then choose the best meaning for the underlined word.
1. Let's think about how to best allocate time and resources.
    (a) ration (distribute according to a plan)
    (b) decide on a maximum amount of
    (c) decide on a minimum amount of
1. Although we disagree, I think we can reach an amicable compromise.
    (a) temporary
    (b) friendly
    (c) quick
1. In spite of the censure of her colleagues, she believed she had done the right thing.
    (a) criticism
    (b) anger
    (c) disinterest
1. She was cited for her outstanding achievements at the school.
    (a) officially praised
    (b) nominated
    (c) selected
1. She is a contemptible liar.
    (a) unreliable
    (b) deserving no respect
    (c) good (at pretending)
1. Most luggage conveyor belts work at a speed of about 1 meter/second.
    (a) things that are lacking which are needed to live in a satisfactory manner
    (b) parts of a poem or song where each part consists of a fixed number of lines
    (c) a moving band or belt that transports objects
1. Airline tickets, hotels, everything is exorbitant in that city on holiday weekends.
    (a) without a tendency to be full of thought
    (b) a lot more expensive than is reasonable or typical
    (c) lacking a tendency to be full of thought
1. She spent an inordinate amount of time choosing a font.
    (a) careful
    (b) excessive
    (c) ordinary
1. The story raises metaphysical questions about whether the soul can exist apart from the body.
    (a) about reality's nature
    (b) about legal procedure
    (c) about daily expenses
1. That old phone is obsolete.
    (a) broken
    (b) outdated
    (c) classic
1. She grew up in a world of stillbirths and privation.
    (a) rules of conduct said to be universally desired by all peoples
    (b) lack of basic things needed to live in a satisfactory manner
    (c) a stone coffin (usually bearing sculpture or inscriptions)
1. Even after years apart, the rancor between the brothers had not faded at all.
    (a) mild curiosity
    (b) warm affection
    (c) deep bitterness
1. The politician’s reputation for rectitude and honesty earned him the respect of his constituents.
    (a) kindness to others
    (b) moral integrity
    (c) wisdom
1. He refuted the argument.
    (a) complained about
    (b) avoided
    (c) argued against
1. The serf worked the lord's fields from dawn until dusk for little reward.
    (a) trained knight
    (b) bound peasant
    (c) wandering hermit
1. If the company doesn't innovate, it will stagnate and lose its competitive edge.
    (a) get expensive
    (b) stop developing
    (c) lose customers
1. Her face showed nothing but stolid indifference.
    (a) emotionless
    (b) bitter
    (c) confused
1. Everyone liked the idea. The arguments I prepared to support it were superfluous.
    (a) important
    (b) appreciated
    (c) unnecessary
1. Scammers often swindle people through fake phone calls.
    (a) pay back fully
    (b) cheat or defraud
    (c) warn or protect
1. A central tenet of the religion is non-violence and respect of all forms of life.
    (a) principle belief
    (b) opposing idea
    (c) simplified idea
