All Over but the Shoutin'
Rick Bragg
Extra Credit Vocabulary Preview
Read each prompt. Then choose the best meaning for the underlined word.
1. The book was released to great acclaim.
    (a) curiosity
    (b) criticism
    (c) praise
1. Although she doesn't earn much money, she was raised in an affluent household.
    (a) middle-class
    (b) wealthy
    (c) poor
1. Until she learned to motivate herself, apathy led to bad grades.
    (a) distraction
    (b) lack of ability
    (c) lack of interest
1. She was doomed to an empty life motivated by avarice.
    (a) laziness
    (b) greed
    (c) selfishness
1. The civil rights movement was too diverse and fragmented to be credited to any one person, but Martin Luther King Jr. is most commonly associated with it.
    (a) 20th century effort to establish political and social equality for African Americans
    (b) 20th century effort to establish political and social equality for women
    (c) 20th century effort to establish political and social equality for labor unions
1. The government's covert funding of foreign rebel groups has been criticized for destabilizing the region.
    (a) excessive
    (b) inadequate
    (c) secret
1. Borrowing chairs from next door was a useful expedient until the new ones arrived.
    (a) practical solution
    (b) careful warning
    (c) lasting tradition
1. She tried not to fawn over the famous actor when he visited the school.
    (a) speak honestly
    (b) flatter too much
    (c) argue angrily
1. I couldn't hear what they were saying or see their faces, but by their gesticulations, I'm sure they were angry at each other.
    (a) facial expressions
    (b) gestures
    (c) tones of voice
1. It's a 300-page report, but the gist of it is that the plan won't work.
    (a) problem
    (b) concern
    (c) main point
1. She made an impetuous purchase, buying the car without test-driving it first.
    (a) cautious
    (b) impulsive
    (c) wealthy
1. We've grown accustomed to spending more than we earn, but the increasing debt is an insidious problem.
    (a) severe
    (b) shared
    (c) hidden
1. Her parents were too lenient.
    (a) permissive (not strict)
    (b) concerned or worried
    (c) authoritarian (overly strict)
1. She was found guilty of manslaughter through gross negligence.
    (a) intentional killing
    (b) unintentional killing
    (c) causing bodily harm
1. That old phone is obsolete.
    (a) broken
    (b) classic
    (c) outdated
1. The opulent hotel lobby had marble floors, crystal lights, and velvet chairs.
    (a) plain and practical
    (b) small and crowded
    (c) rich and luxurious
1. Her perfunctory apology did little to ease my annoyance.
    (a) sincere
    (b) superficial
    (c) written
1. She spurned both major parties in the last election.
    (a) joined
    (b) rejected
    (c) founded
1. You need to vanquish those negative thoughts and think about good things.
    (a) gently persuade
    (b) gently ease
    (c) completely defeat
1. Many were surprised that a venerable institution like Bear Stearns could so rapidly go out of business.
    (a) long respected
    (b) large and successful
    (c) popular
