A Modest Proposal
Jonathan Swift
Extra Credit Vocabulary in Context
Read each prompt. Then choose the best meaning for the underlined word.
1. It is a melancholy object to those, who walk through this great town, or travel in the country, when they see the streets, the roads and cabbin-doors crowded with beggars of the female sex, followed by three, four, or six children, all in rags, and importuning every passenger for an alms.
    (a) hiring, reserving, booking, or occupying
    (b) examining in detail to better understand
    (c) begging insistently or repeatedly urging
1. I think it is agreed by all parties, that this prodigious number of children in the arms, or on the backs, or at the heels of their mothers, and frequently of their fathers, is in the present deplorable state of the kingdom, a very great additional grievance; and therefore whoever could find out a fair, cheap and easy method of making these children sound and useful members of the common-wealth, would deserve so well of the publick, as to have his statue set up for a preserver of the nation.
    (a) producing a stream of atomic particles through nuclear decay
    (b) in a manner of taking on or adopting power or responsibility
    (c) enormous; or far beyond what is usual in magnitude or degree
1. I think it is agreed by all parties, that this prodigious number of children in the arms, or on the backs, or at the heels of their mothers, and frequently of their fathers, is in the present deplorable state of the kingdom, a very great additional grievance; and therefore whoever could find out a fair, cheap and easy method of making these children sound and useful members of the common-wealth, would deserve so well of the publick, as to have his statue set up for a preserver of the nation.
    (a) complaint
    (b) hard work
    (c) main road
1. It is true, a child just dropt from its dam, may be supported by her milk, for a solar year, with little other nourishment: at most not above the value of two shillings, which the mother may certainly get, or the value in scraps, by her lawful occupation of begging; and it is exactly at one year old that I propose to provide for them in such a manner, as, instead of being a charge upon their parents, or the parish, or wanting food and raiment for the rest of their lives, they shall, on the contrary, contribute to the feeding, and partly to the cloathing of many thousands.
    (a) a local church community

or in some places including Louisiana:  a jurisdiction of government like a county
    (b) someone who abandoned their religion or separated from others with whom they used to share firmly held beliefs
    (c) an artists performance of another artist's work that expresses the performer's feelings or ideas about the work
1. There is likewise another great advantage in my scheme, that it will prevent those voluntary abortions, and that horrid practice of women murdering their bastard children, alas!
    (a) shows or demonstrates
    (b) things that stand out
    (c) ending of pregnancies
1. …I confess they learn the rudiments much earlier; during which time they can however be properly looked upon only as probationers:
    (a) someone who issue commands or orders -- especially someone who rules a country and maintains power through force
    (b) a period during which a new employee is tried out on the job and during which the employee does not have all the privileges of a regular employee
    (c) an employee of a firm that serves as an intermediary between an issuer of new securities and the investing public
1. I do therefore humbly offer it to publick consideration, that of the hundred and twenty thousand children, already computed, twenty thousand may be reserved for breed, whereof only one fourth part to be males; which is more than we allow to sheep, black cattle, or swine, and my reason is, that these children are seldom the fruits of marriage, a circumstance not much regarded by our savages, therefore, one male will be sufficient to serve four females.
    (a) adequate (enough -- often without being more than is needed)
    (b) in a manner of taking on or adopting power or responsibility
    (c) producing a stream of atomic particles through nuclear decay
1. Then as to the females, it would, I think, with humble submission, be a loss to the publick, because they soon would become breeders themselves: And besides, it is not improbable that some scrupulous people might be apt to censure such a practice, (although indeed very unjustly) as a little bordering upon cruelty, which, I confess, hath always been with me the strongest objection against any project, how well soever intended.
    (a) the quality of not being sensible and careful
    (b) the quality of being unchanging or continuous
    (c) careful to behave ethically and/or diligently
1. Some persons of a desponding spirit are in great concern about that vast number of poor people, who are aged, diseased, or maimed; and I have been desired to employ my thoughts what course may be taken, to ease the nation of so grievous an incumbrance.
    (a) causing suffering
    (b) telling (a story)
    (c) getting depressed
1. Some persons of a desponding spirit are in great concern about that vast number of poor people, who are aged, diseased, or maimed; and I have been desired to employ my thoughts what course may be taken, to ease the nation of so grievous an incumbrance.
    (a) not tending to find fault
    (b) not able to be translated
    (c) very serious; or very bad
1. They cannot get work, and consequently pine away from want of nourishment, to a degree, that if at any time they are accidentally hired to common labour, they have not strength to perform it, and thus the country and themselves are happily delivered from the evils to come.
    (a) resultantly (as a result)
    (b) even though -- used to connect contrasting ideas
    (c) despite that (used to connect contrasting ideas)
1. For first, as I have already observed, it would greatly lessen the number of Papists, with whom we are yearly over-run, being the principal breeders of the nation, as well as our most dangerous enemies, and who stay at home on purpose with a design to deliver the kingdom to the Pretender, hoping to take their advantage by the absence of so many good Protestants, who have chosen rather to leave their country, than stay at home and pay tithes against their conscience to an episcopal curate.
    (a) shows something -- such as demonstrates, expresses, or represents
    (b) donates a portion of one's income to a church; or the gifts given
    (c) feels angry or unhappy about having to accept something not liked
1. Fourthly, The constant breeders, besides the gain of eight shillings sterling per annum by the sale of their children, will be rid of the charge of maintaining them after the first year.
    (a) not able to change to fit a different situation
    (b) the state or degree of being good or beneficial
    (c) unchanging, continuous, or happening repeatedly
1. Fifthly, This food would likewise bring great custom to taverns, where the vintners will certainly be so prudent as to procure the best receipts for dressing it to perfection; and consequently have their houses frequented by all the fine gentlemen, who justly value themselves upon their knowledge in good eating; and a skilful cook, who understands how to oblige his guests, will contrive to make it as expensive as they please.
    (a) express strong regret
    (b) force into submission
    (c) get by special effort
1. Men would become as fond of their wives, during the time of their pregnancy, as they are now of their mares in foal, their cows in calf, or sow when they are ready to farrow; nor offer to beat or kick them (as is too frequent a practice) for fear of a miscarriage.
    (a) give an opinion of what is wrong with something
    (b) a young horse; or giving birth to a young horse
    (c) mark important text; or the text that is marked
1. Many other advantages might be enumerated.
    (a) was overly unhappy and unsociable
    (b) not limited or without boundaries
    (c) to name or list things one-by-one
1. This I freely own, and 'twas indeed one principal design in offering it to the world.
    (a) most important; or person that is most important
    (b) the state or degree of criticism or disagreement
    (c) serving to help explain or demonstrate something
1. Therefore let no man talk to me of other expedients: Of taxing our absentees at five shillings a pound: Of using neither cloaths, nor houshold furniture, except what is of our own growth and manufacture: Of utterly rejecting the materials and instruments that promote foreign luxury: Of curing the expensiveness of pride, vanity, idleness, and gaming in our women: Of introducing a vein of parsimony, prudence and temperance: Of learning to love our country, wherein we differ even from Laplanders, and the inhabitants of Topinamboo: Of quitting our animosities and factions, nor acting any longer like the Jews, who were murdering one another at the very moment their city was taken: Of being a litt
    (a) the state of being unaware of one's mental activity
    (b) increasing reason or general desire to do something
    (c) extremely reluctant to spend money or use resources
1. Therefore let no man talk to me of other expedients: Of taxing our absentees at five shillings a pound: Of using neither cloaths, nor houshold furniture, except what is of our own growth and manufacture: Of utterly rejecting the materials and instruments that promote foreign luxury: Of curing the expensiveness of pride, vanity, idleness, and gaming in our women: Of introducing a vein of parsimony, prudence and temperance: Of learning to love our country, wherein we differ even from Laplanders, and the inhabitants of Topinamboo: Of quitting our animosities and factions, nor acting any longer like the Jews, who were murdering one another at the very moment their city was taken: Of being a litt
    (a) things accepted as true (without proof)
    (b) people (who live in a particular place)
    (c) things designed to stops something else
1. I desire those politicians who dislike my overture, and may perhaps be so bold to attempt an answer, that they will first ask the parents of these mortals, whether they would not at this day think it a great happiness to have been sold for food at a year old, in the manner I prescribe, and thereby have avoided such a perpetual scene of misfortunes, as they have since gone through, by the oppression of landlords, the impossibility of paying rent without money or trade, the want of common sustenance, with neither house nor cloaths to cover them from the inclemencies of the weather, and the most inevitable prospect of intailing the like, or greater miseries, upon their breed for ever.
    (a) recommend or require what should be done  OR  (of a medical doctor) give medical instructions -- such as writing that a patient should take antibiotics
    (b) fear, or anticipate with worry (commonly only seen in the forms "apprehensive" and "apprehension," but seen in this form in classic literature)
    (c) (noun) something that is lighter and draws attention -- such as an area of a painting  OR  (verb) making something lighter -- such as an area of a painting
